
 

MARCH Network Plus Funding Call – Update 16 April 2020 

After consultation with a number of members and discussion as leadership committee, we have 

decided that our current funding call will still go ahead as planned.  

Our topic of the impact of social, cultural and community engagement for mental health appears 

highly apt given the current isolation measures in place, so some research questions may have an 

immediate impact on efforts during the Covid-19 pandemic. We also anticipate that the cultural and 

community sectors will be facing massive challenges following the end of this pandemic, so research 

now - especially on our ‘core’ questions that are open for applications focusing on topics such as 

sustainability and training – will be more important than ever. Furthermore, current predictions are 

that there will be even greater mental health needs during and following the end of this pandemic, 

so we want to support forward-thinking research now that could support practice and policy in the 

coming months. 

Our processes and application forms and criteria remain as previously, but we wish to clarify a few 

points: 

 The deadline is currently 24 May 2020, which gives a number of weeks left to apply, but we 

will be extending it to 5pm on 31 May 2020. Our dates for reviewers and for the decision 

committee (which will be via video link) remain the same as before, so if any reviewers 

anticipate no longer being able to participate, we ask that you contact us immediately and 

help us to find a substitute reviewer. 

 Whilst we are not re-orientating this call to focus specifically on Covid-19, we do encourage 

applicants to consider how their research is relevant in light of the pandemic and to ensure 

their research questions are sensitive to the fact that circumstances for individuals and 

community organisations are likely to be substantially different both during and following 

the pandemic. Some previous research questions that applicants may have been considering 

may no longer be relevant to funding, whilst new research questions may have emerged. 

 We ask applicants to consider the potential that current (or similar) isolation measures may 

be in place for a while to come. So all applicants should consider how their projects could be 

carried out in such circumstances, including with delays to NHS ethics procedures and the 

need for remote working. For example, this might mean a particular focus on analysis of 

secondary data, or carrying out trials of online rather than face-to-face interventions, or 

undertaking consultations or data collection via video calls. Costs associated with such digital 

working can be included within budgets (likely replacing previous travel costs) providing they 

remain eligible according to our published criteria. 

 

We see this Plus Funding round as an opportunity to identify and help to meet both mental health 

needs and also challenges now being faced by the cultural and community sectors. 


